SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY & GUIDELINES FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES
Student-athletes please remember that playing and competing for Mannford Public Schools is a privilege.  As a student-athlete you represent Mannford Public Schools and have the responsibility to yourself, your team and your school in a positive manner at all times.  

Texting, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Vine, Kik and other social media sites have increased in popularity globally, and are used by the majority of student-ahtletes at Mannford Public Schools in one form or another. Because of this we have provided the following guidelines for our student-athletes for social media site usage.


a.  Everything you post is public information – any text or photo placed online is 

     completely out of your control the moment it is placed online – even if you 


     limit access to you site. Information (including pictures, videos, and 


     comments) may be accessible even after you remove it.  Once you post a 


     photo or comment on a social networking site, that photo or comment becomes


     the property of the site and may be searchable even after you remove it.


b.  What you post may affect your future.  Inappropriate material found by third 

 
     parties affects the perception of the student-athlete, the team, and the school.


     Also, many employers and college admissions officers review social media 


     sites as part of their overall evaluation of an applicant.  Carefully consider how


     you want people to perceive you before you give them a chance to misinterpret


     your information (including photos, videos, comments, and posters).


Mannford Athletics will not tolerate inappropriate  and offensive behaviors on 

social media networking sites.  Examples of inappropriate and offensive behavior


may include, but are not limited to, depictions or presentations of the following:



1. Derogatory language or remarks directed towards: my teammates or



coaches; other Mannford student-athletes, teachers, or coaches; and 



student-athletes, coaches, or representatives of other schools, including



comments that may disrespect my opponents.



2. Incriminating photos, videos, comments that depict the following: 



violence; hazing; sexual harassment; full or partial nudity; inappropriate



gestures; vandalism; underage drinking; selling, possessing, or using 



controlled substances; or any other inappropriate behaviors.



3. Making threats to inflict physical or emotional



injury to another person. 



4. Information that is sensitive or personal in nature or is proprietary



to the team or school, which is not public information.

Please remember the Head Coach and the Athletic Director have the ability to discipline, or remove a student from the team on the first inappropriate action. 

In short, do not have a false sense of security about your rights to freedom of speech.  Understand that freedom of speech is not unlimited.  The on-line social network sites are NOT a place where you can say and do whatever you want without repercussions.  The Information you post on a social media site is considered public information.  If you are ever in doubt of the appropriatness of your online public material, consider whether it upholds and positively reflects your own values and ethics as well as that of Mannford Public Schools and your team.  Remember, always present a positive image and don’t do anything to embarrass yourself, the team, your family, or the school.
